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In the Netherands, the view from the highway s
dominated by a large vanely of sound barriers
The design and materialization of these landmark
interventions often lack any landscapa or urban
| ’ ;

that lies behind. Instead, they appear as aulono-
mous objects with an ambiguous representation
A large discrepancy exists betwean the world In
front of the barners and the one behind. With this
analysis in mind, Buro Lubbers developed an in-
novative and multidisciplinary concapt, that joins

that lies behind, Instead, they appear as aulono
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and architeciure agamnst the noise of the AS8

motorway. Worth mantioning is the fact, that Buro
Lubbers being an office of landscape and urban
dasign, formuialed radical architactural conditions
prior to actually involving the architect. Further
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building of architect Stonmans. Boschkens adds

a new landmark to these series. More than 700
meters long and 14 meters high. the facades of
170 houses function as a nolse reducing bartier
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architectural concept was compiated in cdilabo-
ration with Crepain Binst-Architecture. Together
they won the Boschkens design competition in
2003

Mear Goirle and Tilburg the ASB is characterizad
by a number of icons: two black towers of Jacg
architeciural concep! was complelad in cdilabo-
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with its distinctiva architeciure plus a striking
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Boschkens houses are the barmier,

This architectural concept is based on specific
lzndscape features of the place: the north side &t
the highway, a south side al the forest. The de-
sign principle was to connect the world in front of
and bahind the soundwall. How? First, by creating
Boschkens houses are [he barrier,
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tial, ecological, hydraulic and traffic issues thal
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apply to a residenttal area in such a special place
Second, by Sloping the nome barmer with 5% bath
space = craaled tovwards tha ughwiry as wetl a8 a
shaltered location for housing

Mormally, the sacunty zone between the hghway
and the noise reducing barriar @xpires into imbo
Mot in Boschkens. Here the sirip of 40 melar
has gainad a naw function, as a nature araa.
The folded landscape between the fagade and
the highway houses solitary Ireas, waler storage
and infiltratian zonas, high and low grass and
herb strips. The combination of dry spots and
wel ponds leads to optimal conditions for nalure
development whars avan amphibians will ind a
homa,

The nature area also provides space to the
gnormous containers with pines. Lifted from the
surface, they create an extra dimension in the
landscape and announce the forest lying bahing
thee fagade, The trees can be sean from & dis-
tance; indispensable for a worthy experience from
the perspactive of the road. As the tree 1ops in the
containers visually intertwine with the woods in
the background, 50 the wooden ribs on the corlen
steel containars follow the lines of the narmow
wingdows in the facades. This is how architecture
and landscape enter into a special inferplay. Even
at night, when the coloured light stnpes in the
facade wrap the trees in an almost fairytale-like
atmosphang

The nature area and the entrance side of tha
bullding are connected. The buildings' passages
give access o the sURKEn parking boots in the
nature area. The parking soluton s almost Invis-
ible, as it dissolves in the landscape. Furthermaone,
at the south side there are so-called outdoor
rooms: public spaces between the houses, situat-
ed against the wall, Thesr stairs and windows offer
a view over the nature area and the heghway. Tha
houses also offer an inskde ook at th highway
while at the same time they all overook the forest
to the south. Behind the uniform noise reducing
facade a variety of housing typologies is hidden,
all of which have architectural outdoor areas like
picture windows, tarraces, balconies and logglas,
all sun-onaented. From the penthouses residents
can even sea beyond the forest and spot the
church towers of Gosrle and other villages in the
arga

What at first sight seems a contradictory com-
bination - living in the woods overlooking the
highway - ultimatsly has kad to a SUFDIFSING anvi-
monmeant fich of possibilities. Residents of the new
Boachkens can walk through the woods, silently
anjoy the sun on the terrace or 5pot spacial cars
from the bedroom. The charactenstic architecturs,
the coloured Bghts behind the windows, the pine
contoines and the nature area tumad Boschkens
into an oon. An icon thal shows thal notsa bari
ars can also be beautiful and add new meaning 1o
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