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Originated in Roman times, the village of Cuijk
can look back a1 a long history on the Mause riv-
ar. Uniil the fiftes of the twentieth century, Culjk
was located directly at the water front, merely
protected against high water by a wall. In the fil-
ties a dikg was constructad which consagqueantly
forced bulldings at the Meuse to give way, A
main road on top of the dike further cut of the
river from the centre of the village. A huge barrier

tween the village centre and the river with its
sceneny was the result. Buro Lubbers dasigned
a stunning intervantion that reconnects both
locations. The new embankment has become a
pleasant public space whera people can maoal

and events can take placa

Sturdy design

The design concept of the river bank is inspired
on the scale and atmoaphare of the river, The
sturdy wall of steal has becomea the link batwaan
village and river, nol by saparating the two, but
instead by giving both land and walar more
space, This effect is created by banking the wall
10%, by seemingly bulking it oul of the river
bank. Harawith one axpéariences a fiuent and
spatial transition between guay and water, be-
twaan village and landscape

The quay itsell is leveled and designed as a pla-
temu of stelcon plates with border lines of corten

steal. Whereas tha lines provide a sublle layout,

the concreta panels show the contours of Roman

archasological finds, such as canals, a ndge
pitlar as wall as explanatory texts

The connection batween quay and village cen
tre ks first of all created by an underpass of the
dike. Besides, near the church, a combination of
ramps and stairs s realised, that connacts both

locations. Via the ramps one can skowly descend

to the quay, the intermediate steps offer a quick
link betwean the riverside and the top of the
bank. Both ramps and stairs function as a view
mg gallery dunng avants, such as tha Four D-‘I}'&
Marches of Nimeagan

Along the waterfront wooden platforms with
furniture are placed. Here visitors can quietly
overlook the river. A surpriging Teaturs is that the
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axisting port is integrated in the design of tha
quay by applying the same wooden materializa-
tion. The wide wooden arm embraces the river
axiztion. port. s iptearalsd inthe desinn Al tha

Technical challenge

Baraven.af. ths lanation. ol tha soaeeinda tha
dasign was determined by several technical
conditions. The essence of the intervention was
of course its function as dvke. orevanting tha
Meuse from covering Cuijk. In today’s tempes-
tuous cimate, the struggle against water is in-
creasinaly important. Whereas the Mouse has an
Iall.lmaga.nleuailnn of +?'.-BEINAF'. in t|n.'|aﬂ of high
water it can state +13.50 MAP. Therefore the
riam wall Irnuq.l_ hnul: n_n:l:\::'vrl_hmﬂhl il ;.lﬁ nn
MNAP. The possibility of high water also had im-
plications for the design of the elements in fromt
el b el b B el b B b B
in the river's stream in times of high water. That
s why the ramps and the stairs are constructed
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of the water does not damage thair construction.
The total construction s thus prepared with 200
T TR OIS0 GONGTe, o TSV iayer mat 15
s0 strong that it can not ficat and can exist inde-
pendently of its foundation. The other elemants,
FAFER FRSif R L DT elE. d IMassive aver indt s
like' the wooden Jﬂﬁurms. are detachable so
they can be removed at high tides.
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New landmark

[+:] P URNING Ntarvant U
Lubbars reconnects the Meuse and the centre of
o Lt By i e

ised by daring and sophisticated maasuraments.
The huge quayside does not compete with its
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environment, but forms a subtle harmony. The
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viassals thal pass by on tha river, the grosn rives
forelands and the discharge docks, all complete
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each other, While the quay at the side of tha
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town amanales security and the wooden seats
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at the waterfront aoffer a grand view. the view

rdictable Meuse ir

these days, above a

jained an explicit landmark. 1]
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Location: Cosk. Mefariands

Site Sirec 11,000 m

Langscape wohfscture: Burs Liubders in coogarian s Ralagl Meckirn)
Commassione Murscpalty of Ciss

Comiy € £ 150,000
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